COMMAND SOUTH  ATLANTIC SQUADRON         403

rescue was assumed by the agent to involve a question of salvage,
and his visit to the Chicago to arrange the               followed

within a few hours the anchoring of the ships.   When lit*
Informed that there were no charges for the service rendered,

and that it had been a pleasure to have been able to perform
this service for a vessel hearing the flag of France, between whose
Government and our own there was cordial friendship and sym-
pathy, he asked If there would be any objection to bringing this
valuable service to the attention of Ms company at Marseilles.

Very soon after the agent's departure for shore the French
Consul came on board to extend his thanks for the service ren-
dered and to make known his purpose to bring this friendly
assistance to a French vessel in distress on the high to the
attention of his Government.

'A few months later, while the Chicago was at Montevideo,
the Commander-in-chief was notified that a large box had been
received by the Custom House authorities addressed to him and
requested to be informed when and where it should be delivered.
This box contained a magnificent statue in bronze from Barba-
dienne's atelier representing a helmeted warrior of the Middle
Ages clad in the habiliments of war of that period and bearing
on the base an inscription as follows:

La Soclete Generale de Transports
Maritimes a Vapeur ft Monsieur
1'Admiral Schley, Commandant

le Croisenr Chicago

Souvenir Eeconnaissant

Mars  1900

Accompanying the statue the president of the company trans-
mitted a letter of acknowledgment phrased in graceful compli-
mentary expressions. And, still later, an official letter was for-
warded through the regular diplomatic channels from the Presi-
dent of the French republic expressing the thanks of his Gov-
ernment to the Commander-in-chief for the friendly help given
to a vessel of the merchant marine of his country. This letter
was transmitted to the commander-in-ehief by the Secretary of
the Navy, Mr. Long.

In the month of July, 1900, the commander-in-ehief shifted
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